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COfCLUSlOHS 

lo Stratsrio bombing ms secondary to defeats on the fighting fronts 
in depressing civilian morale in World War TI, 

2o Thore is virtually no evidence indicating that strategic or 
atomic bombing incited lasting hatred toward th© attacker among th© Gormans 

and Japanese, or caused them to rally to the support of their respective 
governments ® 

So The Soviet population, while mil aware of th© atomic bomb, 
probably has a confused idea of its destructiveness® There is littl© 
evidence of special civil defense preparations against atomic attack and 
th© Soviet public may have acoeptsd official propaganda minimising th® 
importance of the atom bomb as a military weapon® Some Soviet citizens 
possibly feel that th© atom bomb may become a prohibited weapon like poison 
gas® It would thus appear that though th© Kremlin suggests the US wew i d 
use the atom bomb, the Soviet publio is little prepared psychologically 
for atomio attack® 

4® It ie unlikely that atomic attacks would in themselves evoke in- 
creased support for th® Kremlin, The Soviet population would probably 
react no more strongly to American atomic attack than to other military 
operations® 

5® Moscow would undoubtedly attempt to capitalise on th© Soviet 
population’ o deep-seated dread of war by labeling th© US as the aggressor 
at the outbreak of hostilities® Th© people, however, would react to this 
charge with skepticism and await further developments for confiraatien or 
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refutation® Only if the population eventually concluded that the Kremlin 
was right would there possibly be any appreciable increase in support for 
the regime o US military op©rations 8 including atomic attacks, that cams 
only after an overt Soviet military action would probably not serve as 
confirmation of J.%g©ow 9 a position® 

60 The public would initially be skeptical of all official acoounta 
of military operations® Th© Kremlin, as during th© last wnr „ would 
probably fail to stem th© flow of rumora^and unfavorable military information, 
including reports of destruction wrought by atomic attacks , would spread 
rapidly® 

• ?o American warnings of forthcoming atomic att&oks would probably 

be heeded and would tend to lesson unfavorable reaction to the bombings 0 
On th© basis of World War XI experience, disruptive effects in consequence 
of warnings would depend upon th© actions predicted in the warnings being 
carried out as- closely as possible® 
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2 o PSYCHOLOGICAL MRFARE PRINCIPLES REIATITO TO ATOMIC ATTACK ON USSR 
TO BE DER IVED FROM STRATEGIC BOMBING BORING WORLD WAR II 

^‘~** * f ^ ■ pm .. ■■ — » ~ B# - - \ M't -Tyrmn Wf\m- *n *\I* iimn ■ mu 

Although strategic bombing was second to military defeats at tho 
fitting fronts in depressing oiviliaa morale and inducing defeatism in 
Germany during World War II* it was the priaoip&l means of affecting directly 
th© entire non^nilitary population® Tho same was true in Japan except that 
there civilian moral© was already low before systematic attacks on the horn© 
islands w©r© begun in June 1944® It ima e however* depressed even further 
as the bombing raids increased® In both areas air attacks demonstrated 
Impressively to tha civilians the superior strength of the Alllag and the 
eoprespondlng wsakness of their own military forces® Furthermore* they 
provided civilians with coco rate evidence effectively refuting offioial 
propaganda which promised successes or eventual victory and thereby served 
to discredit th® ruling circles in th® eyes of the masses 0 

lo Effaot of Allied Bombing oa German and Japanese Civilian Moral e® 
Air raids were © specially effective in bringing tho war within th® personal 
experience of the German and Japanese civilian. While only the inhabitants 
of 66 Japanese oitles and about on©<=third of th© Germans wero subjected to 
direct bombing* virtually ©vary Gorman and Japanese civilian suffered the 
indirect effects of food and supply shortages and disruption of transportation 
and communication or witnessed Allied airplanes flying overhead unchallenged 
and threatening Individual safety® 

Th© importance of air bombing in depressing German civilian morale; 
was indicated by th® fact that on© of ovary three Germans questioned by th© 
United States Strategic Bombing Survey indicated his moral© was more affected 
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by bombing than by any othsr single factor* The principal psychological 
offsets ware defeatism, hopelessness, fatalism, apathy, and fear* These 
expressed themselves in a loss of hope for victory, distrust of leadership, 
decreased work efficiency, and willingness to surrender® 

Moral© of Gorman civilians did not deteriorate in direct ratio to the 
mounting severity of air attacks. Its fall was most precipitous under light 
and medium bombing but tended to level off thereafter, Amiety, loss of 
confidence in leadership, war weariness, and willingness to surrender were 
evidently as great among those enduring medium attacks as among th© heavily 
bombed, although absenteeism from work was, by foroe of circumstances, 
greater in heavily attacked areas. While it was impossible to develop a 
correlation between the severity of air attacks and subversive activities, 
it was nevertheless noted in Germany that willingness to listen to Allied 
radio propaganda was as great under- light as under medium and heavy attacks, 
•It is likely that heavy attacks hindered the activities of dissidents and 
subversives as well as those of the regimens repressive agencies o The 
German experience thus tended to indicate that maxi mm damaging effect on 
civilian morale would have been obtained by lighter raids over a wider area 
than by concentrated bombing of limited targets. 

In Japan the continual defeat a on the military fronts after the 
initial flurry of victories had depressed morale, even before systematic 
bombing of the metropolitan areas began In June 1944, Therefore air attacks 
did not result in a sharp decline of civilian morale, but rather aggravated 
an already difficult situation, 153 worth© leas, differ ernes, though often 
be® 11 , war© evident in the reactions and feelings between bombed and umfeombed 

SECRET 

Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP79S01011A000500040004-7 


Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP79S01011A000500040004-7 


W 1 

SECRET 5 

people o The bombed tended to feel their saorifioo for the war was dis- 
proportionate and were more orltioal of the leaderahlpo They were usually 
more oert&ln of eventual defeat and more likely to be unwilling to continue 
fighting* War weariness was greater among the bombed who tended to absent 
themselves from their jobs more often and work leas efficiently* The do= 
pressing influence of bombing on oivillan morale In Japan tended to be 
greater in the more heavily bombed than unbombed or lightly bombed areas * but 
to what extent this could be ascribed to air attacks rather than to other 
faotore is unknown* Thus it would probably be inaccurate to claim that the 
Japanese experience contradicted that of Germany where it Is believed that 
widespread bombing would have had more adverse effect on oivillan morale 
than concentrated bombing of limited areas « 

2 0 Propaganda Measures Unsuccessful in Counteracting Psychological 
Impact of Bombings o Propaganda efforts of the German and Japanese govern- 
ments to counteract the effeot of Allied bombings were largely in*ffeotiv© 0 
At first the German propaganda ministry limited news reports* withheld names 
of cities bombed* mentioned no destruction except of churches* hospitals* 
and cultural Institutions* and listed only Allied losses* The Japanese 
tried the same technique* but both governments found that it only Increased 
popular antagonism* and people in bombed oities felt that their leaders 
lacked regard for their plight o German policy was soon reversed and more 
attention devoted to the suffering and destruction c&used by raids » The 
tendency* however* to embellish accounts* discount the damage done* play up 
herolo defensive acts* and exaggerate losses of the enemy eventually re- 
sulted in popular distruot of off 1c ial reports and increased antagonism 
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toward the home government „ Evidently the effectiveness of German propaganda 
decreased in proportion to the increase in personal experiences which oon° 
tra dieted offioial claims o 

for a tine in 1944 German propaganda about the retaliatory effective 
ness of the V«weaponB evoked a favorable response from the people „ However 0 
as the weapons failed to reduo e the soale of Allied attacks a new 
aoepbielsm developed toward offioial reporta on military and air operations 0 

The unchallenged flight of American airplanes over Japan appears to 
have been a crowning blow to oivilian morale* Indoctrinated with the slogan 
that Japan had been victorious in every war for over two thousand years D 
the oonstant defeats in "deoisive" battles prior to systematic air attacks 
on the home islands had resulted in low moraleo Finally when over 8 0 5 
million people left heavily bombed cities to live elsewhere and disseminated 
eye-witness accounts of the destruction* this led to almost nationwide 
circulation of rumors contradicting official claims » 

3c Effect on Control and Hasl Party Groups 0 Air bombings: evidently 
had no appreciable effect on the Hasl machinery of control which remained 
effective until the close of the war* While the efficiency of both the 
Gestapo and of the average German oivilian was seriously affected by the 
pressure of air raids,, this was also true about opposition workers « They* 
like everyone else* were hampered by the disruption of communications and 
transportations 

With the exception of instilling fear and terror* air raids had no 
appreciable effect on the morale of Nazi Party members or persons who 
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Identified their cause with that of the regime o Belief in Has i am evidently 
had more Influence than anything else on the morale of these elements and 
ardent Has is subjected to heavy bombing on the whole maintained better 
morale than non^Hazis who were unbombe d 9 It is possible that one of the 
footers bolstering the morale of those identified with the regime was the 
fear of defeat with its attendant consequences^ 

4o Bombing Did Hot Increase Hatred of Ajlleso Neither in Gernmny nor 
in Japan did bombing arouse any sustained hatred of the enemy and thereby 
stiffen moral® o At times it did arouse some anger and hatred vhioh resulted 
in a temporary increase in determination to wage war„ These aggressive 
©motions,, however , had no ready outlet against the enemy and were soon 
directed against the regime for beginning air warfare and being unable to 
provide adequate defense against it 0 Moreover,, under continual bombing 0 
hatred for the enemy was rapidly replaoed by concern over personal safety 
or by dejeotion and apathy 0 

In Japan nearly half of the people held the regime responsible for the 
bombings since it had started the war and was unable to provide sufficient 
protect ion <•> However* a large segment of the population regarded responsibility 
for the bombings with fatalism and said that neither side was at fault since 
air attacks were an Inevitable consequence of modern warfare 0 

60 Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaklo The atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki had a decided effect on the morale of the local 
residents e although the resultant decline of morale was not as great as In 
heavily bombed centers because both cities had been relatively untouched by 
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air warfare previously* The atom bomb evidently had more effect on 
Japanese leaders than on rank and file oivi^ian^ ind spurred on peace 
efforts which had already been begun in May 1045* 

The principal reaction to the bombing in the two cities was one of fear* 
second* admiration for the skill to produce the weapon* and third* anger 
against the bomb and the US for using it* These emotional reactions* however* 
must be differentiated from the morale effects which evidently were like 
those produced by heavy concentrations of conventional bomba* Morale of 
civilians in the two cities did not drop below that of the population 
els ©where o The general air attaok and military losses had more effect on 
the rest of the Japanese people in inducing loss of hope for victory and an 
unwillingness to continue thewar* but in Hiro.him and Eagaaaki the atomic 
bomb was the principal depressant 0 

Quite naturally* the effect of atomic bombs was greatest in the 
localities where used* While fear and terror were the principal reactions 
induced in the rest of the population too* they were half as intense aa 
among those exposed to the bombs 0 Moreover* the feelings of hatred and 
anger were also less intense in the rest of the population* The power of 
the bombs to Induce defeatism and unwillingness to continue the war was 
greatest within a radius of 60 miles of. either city* it grew less intense at 
greater distances from the target cities* 

In assessing the depressing effects of the atomic bomb on Japanese 
moral®. It must b® borne In mind that previous demorell.lnr owperienoas, 
absence of publlolty, and resultant lack of knowledge of atoado enerjy as 
a military .eapon tended to minimise the result, of the bombing Further- 
more, the rapidity 1th which the war ended after the atomic attacks prevented 
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the extension of Its offsets on the morale of the entire Japanese population c 
It Is also likely that the sudden end of hostilities terminated the de« 
pressing effects of the bombings on the morale of residents of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki themselves*, 

60 Soviet Bsaotioa to German Bombing © Little information 1s avails 
able on the reaction of the Soviet population to German air raids # but there 
is evidenoe that the Kremlin was extremely sensitive about the possible 
effeot on morale# especially in Moscow© Usasures vers taken immediately to 
olean up damaged areas© Fhrt tally damaged buildings were reported to h&vo 
been repaired promptly and in one oase a shell was built over a well-known 
building masking the faet that it had been made unusable by air attack© 

The German practice of giving advanced earnings of air attaoks 
apparently had some success in disrupting activities in target cities and 
in causing disillusionment over the ability of the Soviet air foroe to 
resisto A similar reaction was reported to have been brought about In 
Mosoow by the regularity with which the Germans attacked the city every 
evening at the same hour© Warnings were most effective when previous ones 
had been made and were followed by bombing attacks,. 

Reaction of the Soviet population to Luftwaffe attaoks reportedly 
varied aooordlng to the intensity and duration of the bombings and the 
targets involved© As a rule when military objectives were bombed 0 people 
accepted the air attaoks as an integral part of war 0 When# however# the 
Kremlin oounterborabed German-occupied Soviet territory the people evidently 
reaoted with more hostility© 
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lie PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE OP ASP ATTITUDE TOWARD CONVENTIONAL ARP ATOMIC 
BOMBING III THE SOVIET UNION 

While the Kremlin h&s repeatedly drawn attention to the existence of 
the atoole bomb It has released little Information to the Soviet public on 
the effects of atomlo attacks and has consistently played down the military 
importance of the bomb even since the announcement of its possession by the 
USSR. Soviet propaganda has implied that the US mould use the atomlo boob 
against the USSR If mar broke out* bub few special civil defense measures 
against possible atomlo attacks have been undertaken? While the average 
citizen's knowledge ©f atomlo bombing is probably not extensive* his 
acquaintance with conventional strategic tombing is greater and is based on 
first-hand experience with German bombing* accounts of Soviet bombing of 
Germany* and ourrenb Soviet propaganda regarding US air attacks in North 
Korea? 

1? Little Notion of Effect of Atomlo Bombings 3 The Soviet oitisen 
oan readily obtain information on the principles of atomlo theory and 
probably understands the importance of uranium in the na nufacturo of atomlo 
bombs* but he probably has little notion of the actual effeot of atomic 
explosions o Re has no access to comprehensive reports on the results of 
the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings and subsequent experimental explosions 
of atomlo bomba o He oan only surmise the effectiveness of the bomb from 
general rumors about its potentialities* virulent Soviet demands at the UN 
and elsewhere for prohibiting atomlo warfare* and Soviet propaganda regarding 
the "vioiousness" of the capitalists for concentrating on the destructive 
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rather than constructive uses of atomio energy o 

The Soviet press and radio devoted little attention to the tombing 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the subsequent tests of the bombo Ho 
lengthy diseussion on the use and effects of the atosde bomb ever appeared 
In leading Soviet newspapers 0 Only a few statements about the power of an 
atomio bomb were released to the public <? The brief TASS release on 
August 7 0 1946 on the bombing of Hiroshima quoted the official US 
communique that the explosion exceeded the "destructive forme of 20„00G 
tons of dynamiteo" Later that year* at the anniversary of the November 
Revolution Molotov referred to the "enormous destructive power" of the bomb,, 
but subsequent discussions of the bomb minimised its effectiveness both 
as a taotloal weapon and as a faotor in ending the war vrlth Japan o TASS 
comment on the Bikini atomic teats in July 1946 depreoated the importance 
of the bombo A feature article in PraTda charged that the tests were non* 
soienblfio and oritioised the results as well as the expenditures made 
on the testso Stalin himself gave his stamp of approval to the tendency to 
minimise the importance of the bomb when he said in September 1916 that 
"atomic bombs are Intended for intimidating weak nerves „ but they cannot 
decide the outcome of war* since atomio bombs are by no means sufficient for 
this purpose a" 

Moscow continued to underplay the significance of the bomb both 
immediately before and after President Truman °s 1949 announcement that the 
USSR had successfully produced an atomio ex pi os Ion o Soviet encyclopedias 
published in 1948 and 1950 stated that the bombs dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki did not affect the course of military operations 0 They olaimed 
that most of the damage in the bontoed cities was due to uncontrolled fires 

started by the bombo Other Soviet eouroes asserted that the American atomic 
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bomb ms to be feared no more than other types of highly destructive bombs 
and that the "Angl o aims r lean theory of atomic warfare" was as useless as 
the Fast Blitskrleg theory * In a number of instances there has even been an 
effort to ridicule the effectiveness of the bomb and of Western reliance on 
it 0 

The Kremlin has released little information to the Soviet public on the 
effect of radioactivity and it ie likely,, therefore, that the people would 
remain calmer than most Americana under initial bomb attaoks 0 Soviet 
scientists^ however,, apparently have some understanding of the effects of 
atomlo explosions o 

one of the most popular and widely circulated books among scientists 
in the USSR Is the Russian translation of the Smyths report 0 Many of thee,, 
consequently, are well info mad on the potentialities of the first bomba c 
Subsequent tests of atomic bombs, however, were not given much publicity 
even among scientists, and the consensus among them as well as the general 
public seems to be that the Bikini tests were a failure,. Recently observed 
atomic exhibits for young school children in Moscow minimised the importance 
of the bo mb So 

In addition to minimising the effectiveness of the atomic bomb, 

Soviet leaders have also encouraged the feeling that the USSR has adequate 
oounteroweaponso Lieutenant General Blagonravov, head of the USSR Artillery 
Academy, said In a radio broadcast that Russian artillery would he a major 
faotor in an atomic war and that "artillery has always found a means of 
countering enemy inventions," A prominent Soviet physicist in 1960 
indicated that new Soviet technical achievements, presumably in physios, 
would "again surprise the world," 
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The few concrete foots on an atondo explosion whloh/released in the 
USSR appeared soon after the termination of World War 11 in publications 
of limited oiroulation 0 The Soviet periodical Soienca and Life , referring 
to the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings stated in October 1945, "The havoc 
wrought by this boob was colossal*, The explosion of uranium is 20 million 
times more violent then the explosion of a similar amount of the most power- 
ful explosive known heretofore® The pillar of smoke and dust over the target 
areas rose to an altitude of 12 kilometers «" However, subsequent state** 
monte were studiedly casual o One Soviet source alleged that "it would be 
completely inoorreot to reckon that the destructive force of an atom bomb 
weighing one kilogram is tha equivalent of 15,000 tons of YNT 0 " Another 
source in 1947 acknowledged that over 25,000 lives were lost at Nagasaki 
but asserted that the loss was mainly due to fire and the flimsy paper and 
bamboo houses in the olty® TASS in 1950 published figures, allegedly re® 
leased by a Japanese research lnstltute 0 Inferring that the only casualties 
resulting from the atomic bombings were 8,481 Injured at Hiroshima and 
7,907 at Nagasaki® 


Zn Soviet Propaganda on OS Intentions to Use Atom Bombs » Soviet 

i 

propaganda on alleged US preparations for an attack on the USSR suggests 
that strategic air attaoks with the atom bomb would be made on Soviet 
territory® The US has been charged with carrying on "atomic diplomacy* to 
aohievo world hegemony® Soviet literary mrka ouch as the spy story of 
US attempts to obtain Soviet military secrets whloh was serialized in the 
pictorial magazine Ogonak In late 1950 have obviously attempted to create a 
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high degree of awareness of the posaibility of atomio, ohemical 0 or other 
type of attack by the USo 

The reaction of many Soviet o it 1 sene to propaganda suggesting air 
attaoke of any sort is probably more a reflection of their fear of war in 
general than fear of any particular weapon o 

s ® Fay Indloatlons of Civil Defenae Preparations for AtoaAo Attaok 0 
Information on civil defense preparations against atomic air raids is very 
limited,, but Oaoaviakhim 0 the old paramilitary sooiety^, apparently was oon= 
ducting some suoh training prior to its reorganisation in May 1948 0 In® 
at ruction in the detection of radioactivity was reportedly offered and 
atomic air raids were simulated to drill the population in strategic areas 
for rapid mass movement to shelters or out of the affected areas <• Dosarm 
(Voluntary Society for Assisting the Army) may be continuing this training 
since it took over anti«airoraft and civil defense training from Osoaviakhim* 

Soviet oity planners evidently have made some provision for atomic 
attaoke in the planning and reconstruction of olties 0 2a Oboronu 
• (Oaaoviakhim 9 * publication) in February 1918 stated that "the appearance 
of the atoraio weapon" and other new weapons placed additional responsibility 
on local ant i-airo raft defense (JIFVO) and these would have to be taken into 
aooount in planning and building oities 0 
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IIIa PROMBLE IMPACT op strategic air attacks oh soviet morale 

While Soviet defector* ere not uniform in their opinions on the 
effeet atomlo bombing would have on the attitude of their countrymen to» 
ward the Kremlin and the attaober* the majority seem to feel that if 
military targets mere a elected the reaotion of the masses to the attaoker 
would not be hostile* Many of the defectors who do not oppose use of the 
bomb note that it would be desirable to issue warnings before the attaoks 
and to stress that the regime is the enemy rather than the people o 

While morale can be expeoted to stand up against the threat of atomic 
warfare Or even isolated instances of actual bombing* the psyohologioal 
preparation of the people Is probably insufficient to withstand widespread 
atomic bombing of Soviet industrial centers 0 The aotual experience of 
heavy bombing is likely to result in shock 0 fear, and possibly panic in 
the target areas o Under repeated heavy bombing* Judging from the ex- 
perience of World War II* civilian morale would deteriorate* especially if 
oivil defense measures and the Soviet air force were unable to cope with or 
limit the effectiveness of air attaokSo The reaotion in the long run 
under these conditions would probably be one of apathy and ooncern only with 
personal survival e Reactions may vary to some extent between the bombed 
and unbomb ed D the Great Russians and the national minorities* and the 
various soolal strata of the population* 

lo g>hw Hot L ikely to be Aroused * It Is unlikely that in the long 
run air attacks would unite the Soviet people around their regitw and o rente 
hatred of and determination to resist the US* Although there may be an 
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initial flare-up of anger toward the enemy and a temporary stiffening of 
the will to resist, as evidenced among bombed populations in the last war, 
these manifestations probably would be shortlived and finally would be 
expended on domestio leaders and fellow o it i sens, especially if counter- 
measures to air attacks were not ewcessful, The likelihood of suoh a 
development is further strengthened by the feet that considerable apathy 
.already exists among the population, and a wide gap separate, the people from 
their leaders o Moreover, it i. unlikely that Soviet citizens would sustain 
hatred toward the US for a prolonged period,, Th. difficulty of building up 
hatred for the US is reoognized by the Soviet leaders and is indioated by 
the amount of postwar propaganda the Kremlin hae disseminated at home to 

defile the US despite the virtual impossibility for Americans to make any 
rebuttal, 

2o &gg*. lonB Aco °fefr*g to Groups, The initial reaction to strategic 
bombing in areas not actually bombed probably would be milder than in 

bombed one. and in ease of atom bomb attacks would possibly be tinged with 
disbelief. Stronger fear reaction would probably appear only when the un- 
bonded saw or heard evidence of the effect of atomic bombings, A part of 
the Soviet population would undoubtedly acoept strategic bombing as an in- 
evitable consequence of war and its reaction would reflect a general dread 
of war rather than of strategic bombing. 

It is possible that some national minorities not persomlly ex- 
Parlenclt.,- bo * btn ^ »**»«>'» *»■“ actually nelson. them a. a prelude to 
liberations Mlnorltiea, partloularly tho Baltlo people and Weetern Ukrainian* , 
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who formed real stance groups during and after World War XI a may be inspired* 
•ran though personally Involved in air attacks * to try .to sabotage the Soviet 
ear effort « It is not likely* however* that strategic bombing alone would 
incite minorities to rebel against the Soviet. regime* and probably only 
after enemy ground forces approaohed or entered the USSR would national re~ 
ai stance groups of significant strength be organic edo In the last war the 
repressive agencies of Germany and Japan prevented subversive aotion and 
similar Soviet organs my be equally effective*}. 

The reaotlon of various social groups would probably correspond 
fairly olosely with the variations in peacetime morale of such groups * Many 
Party members and groups whose Interests are identified with the regime* such 
as "non~Party Bolsheviks*" high government officials* better«paid 
intellectuals* and the elite among workers and peasants* would probably show 
considerable determination to resist the eneaqr Initially and may maintain 
their morale under continued bombing* On the other hand the apathy of the 
unskilled worker and peasant and some members of the intelligentsia would 
probably grow more acute under continued bombing* The reaotlon of military 
officers In the USSR would probably be similar to that of other privileged 
groups* but most enlisted men would be subject to the fears* deterioration 
of morale* and eventual apathy of the average oitisen* 
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17* MATURE AMD EFFECTIVENESS OP POSSIBLE SOVIET PROPAGANPA MEASURES TO 
COUNTER EFFECTS OF THE ATTACKS 

Scnrleb propaganda would undoubtedly react to atonde bombings by 
alleging that they were inhuman and indiaorlndnatea In World War II 
Uoeoow a s propaganda machine devoted much attention to alleged atrooltlee 
committed by the enemy , Thia approach Is being repeated In the propaganda 
treatment of the Noroan war 0 At the same time® as during the Gemmn advance 
on Moscow in 1941® there may also be considerable silence on the effects of 
enemy bombing ralds« However* retaliatory ralde by the Soviet air force* 
either real or flotlonal* would undoubtedly be oited to boost morale 0 

This technique may be successful for a time* However* if adequate 
countermeasures to aotual bombing are not taken its effectiveness would 
probably decline rapidly* German attempts to hide the effeote of bombing 
raids from the people caused considerable dissatisfaction® Moreover* the 
Soviet news blackout on the Gorman advance into the USSR -was apparently un« 
auooeseful and aoourate war information spread rapidly via the grapevine 
through Moscow and the o cunt ry side® This led to a Stalin order early in the 
war to deal summarily with M rumor~mongerso" Suoh a phenomenon would be 
likely to oocur again if Soviet leaders tried either to blaokout or distort 
news report a® Evidence that rumor oontinuee to operate effectively in the 
USSR was provided in 1947 when many Soviet citisens became aware of plans to 
devaluate. the ruble and attempted to translate their savings into goods* 
Soviet propaganda may also attempt to bolster the morale of the 
Great Russians under air attaok by appealing to national persecution and 
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cultural Inferiority complexes which seem to exist among- many of them* 
Since* however, many Soviet citizens are skeptical of official pronounce- 
ments, it is likely that the Kremlin's propaganda to counteract enemy air 
attacks would he limited in effect c This would he particularly so when* 
as was demonstrated in Gernnny and Japan, official reports were at variance 
with personal experience* 

Vo CHOICE OF TARGETS 

Some Soviet defectors have indicated that atomic attack on military 
targeta would probably have a minimal effect on popular feeling* Soviet 
propaganda would stress destruction of any non-military installations as 
was done in World War II and is being done in the Korean war* However* if 
it were clear that those were not the intended targets then it is likely 
that there would be no significant reaction* There are few industrial 
cities the destruction of which would greatly anger the average Russian* 
During the last war when the Dnepr D a m* one of the most prised Soviet 
developments* was damaged no noticeable Increase of hatred for the Gernnns 
ensued* There mirfit well be somewhat greater resentment over bombing of 
non-industrial and non-military targets if it occurred regularly* but 
there is no indication that reaction would be decisively any different from 
what it would be if only selected targets ware attaoked* 
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VI o OTHER CIROtJMSTOPBS POSSIBLY APFBOTIHS S07IBT RSdOTIOI 

Soviet propaganda at the outbreak of war undoubtedly would stamp the 
OS as the aggressor* Moscow has charged the OS with hostile intentions and 
preparation for aggression virtually without interruption since 1947„ The 
true story of the outbreak of hostilities probably would be withheld or dis® 
torted to depict the Soviet Onion as the viotia, It is unlikely that Soviet 
ohargee concerning the initiation of hostilities by the OS would have any 
appreciable offset on the reaotion of the people to bombings* The will to 
resist would possible be strengthened temporarily in aoms oases but most of 
the population would not be likely to rise from its apathetic state* 
Realization that the USSR was the aggressor or launched the first air attack 
would probably evoke no significant reaotion from the Soviet population* 

It would result mainly in further Increasing popular skepticism toward 
offioial pronouncements * The Kremlin°s repressive agencies eould be ex- 
peoted to keep any hostile reaotion of the population under control* 

Soviet military suoeeseea on land or atomio bombiag of the OS would 
possibly lessen some of the fear and distress of the Soviet people, especially 
those not directly involved in air attacks „ The effect, however, would pro- 
bably be only temporary and, unless Soviet defenses against air attacks 
proved effective, would have little long term influenoe on Soviet moral©* 
Official Soviet reports of military successes, even if true, would probably 
b® accepted with some reservation by the publio end would not greatly affect 
public reactions unless confirmed by rumors and information passed by word 
of mouth* Ambiguous reports from the Korean theater, which exaggerate 
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Communist successes and mlnladte or even withhold news of defeat 8 c have 
probably contributed to the skepticism of the Russian public toward their 
offioial news sources c 

The sffeot of propaganda on the reactions of the Soviet people pro- 
bably would depend largely on the personal experiences and desires of each 
oltieeDo American propaganda would probably bo similarly tested by the 
Soviet public a Mat amenta that the OS objective was to eliminate the 
Communist regime and destroy Soviet war -malting potential would be most 
effective if the results of air attacks and other actions appeared to oom=> 
firm theoo If 0 however , -fee people experienced excessive bombing of civilian 
and non=*military target s 0 US propaganda efforts along this line might be 
somewhat discredited,. 

The widespread disseinlnation, preferably by leaflets, of warnings of 
forthcoming atomic attacks and advioe on the precautions to bo taken would 
probably prove effective in reducing unfavorable reactions of the Soviet 
publio to US strategic bombing « From ohargee in the Soviet press that 
civil defense measures against atomio attaoks are being used in the US to 
incite war hysteria, the Soviet public must be aware that Americans have 
determined what is the best means of limiting the effects of atomic ex- 
plosions o Since the Soviet publio has evidently reoeived little training in 
meeting atomic air raids, after the first ones those personally involved would 
probably be especially reoepfcive to advioe on the precautions to be takers 
The Soviet grapevine in all likelihood would nake the population of unbombed 
areas also receptive to suoh advioe. Warnings of forthcoming attaoks would 
also probably destroy some of the notions of Amsrioan brutality and 
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inhumanity stimulate by Sorlst propaganda. Vorasier, propaganda of Sorlrt 
InrlnolMUty and auporlorlty mold probably bo largoly dlaorodltod both 
by tho appoaranoo of naming loafloto and .ub.uqu.nt arwutlon of air raid, 
or other operations on sohaduleo 

In using warnings about forthcoming attacks against the USSR 
rnxinu* effectiveness would probably depend on the precision with which 
predicted operations were oarried out* Accuracy is evidently especially 
impressive to the Soviet population which has learned to quant ion the 
truthfulness of official statements, German warnings to the Soviet 

population in World War II apparently were successful beosuss of their 
timing and accuracy? 
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